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hibited by ancestral custom from spilling any blood, even
in war.1 Among the Wa-Giriama of Kenya blood of a
human being accidentally shed is covered up with earth, as
it is considered to bring bad luck to others to look at it.2
The taboo on blood is probably based on the conception of
blood as the vehicle of life. Hence in Morocco " From the
time the pilgrim has assumed the ihram or pilgrim's garb
until he takes it off he is not allowed to kill any living creature,
not even the vermin troubling him; a louse which he finds
on his body or his dress may be removed by him to another
part of it, but must not be thrown away. Nay, even his
relatives at home are obliged to refrain from killing lice
during the three days preceding the Great Feast and until
the sacrifice has been performed, as otherwise some mis-
fortune would befall the pilgrim. Many holy men avoid
killing lice altogether; and persons who are in the habit of
praying only kill them after they have removed them from
their clothes, or at any rate remove those they have killed
before they begin their prayer. Contact with carcasses is
polluting. Even meat may have to be kept away from
baraka (holiness). A scribe from the Hiaina told me that if
meat were brought to the field at ploughing or reaping time,
the crops would suffer by it; that the shepherd must take
no meat with him when he goes out with the animals ; and
that neither raw meat nor grease must be carried on a horse
which has on it a riding-saddle." 3
" Flies and mosquitoes were not killed in Tonga, but
were driven away with a whisk of coconut fibre. The
mosquito might have bitten the sacred king (the Tui Tonga)
and so his sacred blood would be spilled by the man who
crushed the mosquito." * The Noofoor Papuans of Dutch
New Guinea are very much afraid of spilling the blood of
their own kinsfolk. They also carefully avoid places where
the blood of members of their family has flowed, and to the
third and fourth generation they will not eat the products
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